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HEARTS, 2 


R belief of the e idee is il 

allamed to be the foundation of all religion, 

8 natural and revealed; Nearly of equal im- 

* portance is our acknowledgment of his alſaluts per- 

Faia and infinite amjablenrſe, which would be as 

ff  -+<vident as his very exiſtence, were it not for the, mob 
Criminal ſtupidity. Lo own there is a being, wh 


name is cal God, can be of no avail, unleſs we 
Kang untq; him he ry due unto his name; con- 
that he is ed of all thoſe infinite perfec - 


{ions both natu l = . which alone can render 
worthy of that ſupreme affection and univerſal 
Obedience he requires of every rational creature. - From 
His abſolute 5 ion and infinite lovelineſs, ariſes his . 
iginite blgſſdugſt. He is ſelf-ſyflicient for his own hap- 

ves, and all-ſufficient for that of his creatures, ' Con- 

ious of his own ſupreme excellence, his juſt and in- 
Aue ſelf-complacency by no means depends on the 
opinion or ſervice of all _ animated atoms irony he 
"has called into exiſtence. — bn bliſs he en- 
* from n, wade ther as no belag but , 
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and wiſdom ; and the rational creatures muſt needs be 


of holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and truth. Tho' it was 


. made holy; both might ave been #27 holy. But the 


Fe, while we triune God was the own a Glory, © cannot 
be added to, or diminiſhed, by the obedience or re- 
bellion of ap uniyerſe, whole creation was an act of the 
freeſt obereigety in Jehovah; ; and which he nov governs | 
with reſiſtlefs ſway, according to his own good pleaſure. 


Y _ created being is leſs than nothing, and vanity, when 


compared with the one eternal, uncreated rſt cauſe. 
TAPS himſelf to be what ns neceſlarily s fully 
e with his own character. He cannot but be 
anſwerably affected toward himſelf his love to himſelf 
1s i handy proportioned, to his knowledge of his Fla ex- 
cellence—both are infinite. Hence Fs own. glory is 
His * proper chief end. For — he made the 


2 


1 As ever. . role x1. . (Por tis phat 
all things are, and were created, Rev. iv. ii, To him 
belongs the kingdom of univerſal natore, and he has 
Power to over-rule every part of it, in every moment of 
time, and to eternity, for his own slory. a eee 


As it was an act of ſovereignty i in God to create, ſo 
he had an undoubted right to.chooſe what creatures he 
would call into exiſtence, Sovereignty determined their 
natures and numbers. It was — 2 indeed, chat all 
ſhould be very good, that fo creation might appear 
to be the production of infinite goodneſs. . /nanimate 
nature muſt diſcover God's . perfections of power 


fo framed at firſt, as to manifeſt God's. moral perfections 
poſſible for God to have formed unn umbered varieties 


of rational beings, he appears ſovreignly to have fixed 
upon tavo orders only, angels and men. Theſe mut be 
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| ſovereign will of Jehovah' determined to place both 


Claſſes of intelligent agents in a fare of probation. We 
are fure his reaſons were wiſe, for nothing in the wace\ 
or conduct of the only wife God can be otherwiſe, 


And by the help of . revelation we may ferm ſome | 


pleaſing ideas of the propriety of this icheme, _ 
It is, probably, an incommunicable property of the 
deity, (Who calleth e that are not, as thoꝰ they 
were) to realize things in theory as fully as in experi- 
ment. No event adds to the clearneſs of his percep- 
tions. He knows things as well before they take place 
as after. But we muſt have been more than creatures 
to diſcern matters of ſpeculation as clearly as matters of 
fact, and to be equally affected by them. God there- 
fore contrived to exemplify his own nature, and the 
nature of creatures by actual experiment, He could 
have prevented natural and moral evi from entering 
the univerſe. But he has not. Therefore we conclude 
that he _ not to do it. It was not inconſiſtent with 
the divine holineſs to ſuffer fin to take place. Tho? fin 
is infinitely abominable in his ſight, he determined to 
permit it, for wiſe, important, and holy ends. Ends 
diametrically oppoſite to} the ends of creatures in com- 
mitting it. He knew how to illuflrate the beauty of 
holineſs, by contraſting it with the infinite deformity of 
fin ; to ſhew the happineſs of obedience, by the miſeries 
of the rebellious ; to convince creatures more ſenſibly 
of their entire dependance on God for every good, and 
particularly for the qualities of the heart;® he knew how 
God knew, that unleſs" he kept back his rational creatures 
by a mere act of power, they would be apt to queſtien or deny 
their dependance on him ; eſpecially their dependance on him for 
moral qualities: even while they allowed a natural dependance * i 
God for being and happineſs, they would not acknowledge their 


moral „ r him for virtue and holineſs. The ſelf-wiſdom 
ot heathens has led them to ſay & a man was indebted to God 


ſor 


\ 
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6 GOD's 1 PROBATION 
C0 take den from he intervention of evil, to . 


the excellence of ; to diſplay all his own 8 
perfections to the life, and to act out his whole ſelf. 
What I would attempt therefore ia, briefly to conſider, 


God's experimental probation of —— agents. His 
trial of heart. The text evidently relates to an exper 
rimental, not merely a /peculatipe r Though i it is 
likewiſe certain that God does, by his x6: pene · 
trate the very ſoul of ev = thinking. being. Angels 4 
men, or devils, cannot one im . of 
hearts from Him. Yea, he 4 all the deſigns 
and actions of intelligent agents from eternity, in the 
moſt perfect manner; as well as all that we call con- 
tingent or fortuitous, . 1, e. all we aſcribe. to chance. 
Theſe things were as clear and as certain to. him as the | 
| Plaineſt conſequences of thoſe events that take place in 
the inanimate creation, which are ruled by _— ang 
_ -eſtabliſhed laws. Time and fact add nothin 
Knowledge. But Solomon evidently is here Ein 
of actual experiment, whereby the Lord tries * ar the 
[Jating fot d, and furnace try filver and gold. N e 
Randing his perfect omniſcience, he has choſen, for wiſe 
ends, to try hearts in an experimental manner: not be- 
cauſe he is ignorant of the event, but becauſe * knows 
ow, by this means, to advance his own glory, and 
promote the . of his ee and redeer ed 
creatures 
It i is in this ſenſe that I would attowpt to _— 


* 


| or Lb — bot to himſelf for bis virtue” -es ce that 
a good man was ſuperior to Goa, for Go Was Kr by ne- 
geſſity, man by choice," Such was the blaſ aſphemy eneca.-— 
Modern Arminians ſay, a forced virtue is no yirtue at all. Virtue 
-can. only ariſe from e ſelf⸗ determining power of the will, and 
not from divine and invincible influence. Ged foreknew this 
would be the caſe - Ne determined by actual trial to evidence the 
Weskpeſa of creatures, and the neceſſity of conſtant, ſenſible de. 
pendance an himſelf, for * qualities of the beart, 


or dy tnirintornr Aczars. 5 


fold View of the Meine probition of intelligent agents, | 
2 of the adgels man in paradiſe— the human race 


£4 fate” of th—afid Gou's oun elect among 5 


5 75 1 begin with the Probation of 1 Me ſeri 


| ture account. of chem is but ſhort; bejng ge 
gur profit, not to atify our curie ty. t pre ig 
| know: but little of other beings, our chief 1 N Is 
with ourſelves; .: But we may account it as great a 
flexion on the wiſdom of God to {li ght whathe has Toe 
_ vealed tous, as it wouls. de 0 pry imo what at he has 
conetaled from us. 
he angels are all of _— run fairies, unocuncited 
with Wstter, not dwelling like the ſoul of man: in a 
tabetnacle of clay; poſſeſſed of enlarged ca 
lively affectionis, exce/ling all other creatures ig frengeh 
Pf. eiii. 20. They were in their 
firſt eſtate gli exalted in 4 heaven of bliſs, favoured 
with the conſtant fight of the divine glory, and full en : 
joyment of their maker's favour. Fhe whole ſpecies 
were created at once: anfike our firſt parents; the 19 
the ſociety and example of myriads of theit | 
Orig ginally end6wed with er fee refitude of hearty: Tack 
one was to act for Himſelf, and ſtand or fall according 
to his own perſonal conduct. They ſeem to have been 
left merely under the Jaw of #2ure, ſtrictly fo called, 
without any poſitive coVenant ſubflting between them 
and their maker: only under that natural obligation to 
love and ſerve onda which neceffatily reſults from 
his infinite dignity ty, amiableneſs, and ſupremacy; from 
which God himſelf cannot releaſe à creature, Without 
ractically denying himſelf to be what he knows he is. 
Hor happy were they to know ſo much of God, haw 
delightful muſt it have been to employ ſach noble and 
6apacious powers in his bleffed ſervice: white" they 1 | 
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his love and enjoyed a ſenſe. of his: obation every. ; 
moment. But to demonſtrate that ek . 


1 


6 5 


* 
4 ; 
4.5 


gheit degree of 


intelligence and inherent virtue will never warrant a. 


creature to forget his dependance on God both for holi- 
- neſs and happineſs, fin was ſuffered to enter heaven 
Itſelf,” Legions of angels kept not their fir aatel For- 


* 


getful of all their obligations to their great creator, who 
had called them into ſo exalted a ſtate of exiſtence, ut 
of abſolute non-entity ; they became diſaffected to his 
plorious character, and diſobedient to his righteous will. 
ut every movement of their minds was naked and open 


to his eye, and all their cabal againſt his government 


better known to him than to themſelves, Infinite holi- 
neſs abhorred che firſt appearance of moral impurity, 
and impartial juſtice ſentenced the. daring. rebels to 
eternal woe. God ſpared not the firſt. and nobleſt of his 
creatures, who were ſo dear to him while they continued 

in their original purity, but caſt them down from a 
heaven of bleſſedneſs, and reſerves them in chains of 
 Aanineſs to the judgment of the great Days 2 Pet. ul. 4. . 


that the particular fin. by w 


- 
* 
: 


ch angels fell and became 


devils, was pride. And. it has been not improbably - 


conjectured, that the occaſion was, ſome prediction or 


intimation of Chriſt's future incarnation, and the ſub- 


jection of angels to him for the ſervice of his church. 


Certain it is, that He who is now head over all ibiag sg 


laſting in the divine decrees, Prov. viii. 23. Nor was. 


God's deſign herein confined merely to the benefit of the 
| redeemed from among men. It is an advantage to all 


holy intellectual beings in the univerſe. It is an act of 
TON 1 God has endeared himſelf to 

the whole rational creation. The union of deity with 
the lowelt rank of created intelligence, has brought the 


5 


. * 


— 


2 ln rzisienn r Acne 3 8 
ite creation-.(final rebels excepted). into nearer con- 


nexion with God; and is. the ſweeteſt- pledge of his 


_ paternal affection. This was one capital * of God 


the Son in becoming Immanuel. This was the 970 

| YZ Fehowvah's will, according to his oo d pars, WHIC 
hath pur gases in himſelf: that in th 

1 ala 97 * he 2 gather together in Ou 
things in Chriſt, both which are in heaven, and which 

are in Marth” E IN HIM, Eph. i. 10. Beſides 


5 this, it was the pur 15 yt God to make the very 


brighteſt diſplay of all his perfectlons in the falvation 


of his people by Chrift. \ 2 the inteht that now unto 


the princi *palitier and powers in heavenly places; mightbe 


Known by the church the manifold N of —＋ . h. 
oc 


ii. 10. | Accordingly when Jeſus 'a 
manifeft in the fleſb, he was with ſpecial ata and 
delight een of angelt, 1 Tim. iii. 16. And ſtill thoſe 
angel; that perſevered in a courſe of obedience, difire 3 fo 


1 deeper into the things of Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 12. . 


they get ſuch delightful ar of the infinitely glorious 


attributes of | deity, hap harmonizing wi 
other, in the croſs 85 the — 


| ed redeemer, as th 
never have beheld Ateebere. Thus a e cu be 2 


and the diſcoveries of divine truth and CE Um 
furniſh an eternal feaſt for holy angels. 


diſpen// ation 23 | 


But it ſhould from their, once happy cates (San „ 


and his adhetents) ſcorned the thought of their 
poſed ſubjection to the Son of God, who ſhould a 


aà nature inferior to their's. © They denied Jeeves | 
ſovereignty, as if, having once made them ſuperior o 
the human race, in their mental powers and heavenly 
tation ; it would now have been an injury to them, for 
him to raiſe earth-born man to ſuperior bliſs. "As tho? _ 
the exaltation of the loweſt link of created intelligence, 
| SOME: of Wen. (as it * as an . to the 


whole 


| 
S 
| 
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whole chain, were à degradation of the reſt,” Thus 
obedience became an irkiome taſk in their eſtimation; 
and humble dependance on the firſt cauſe was accounted . 


ſomewhat below angelic minds. 


| Juftly did the ſovereign of the univerſe aſſert his 
natural right of dominion, and ſentence the firſt rebels 
who violated the infinite obligations which creatures are 
under to their creator, to a puniſhment dreadful in it's 
nature, and infinite in it's duration; everlaſting baniſh- 
ment from his preſence, and an unremitting ſenſe of bis 


wrath. While all the ſtanding angels applaud his 
equity, and learn by example (which .muit firike a 
- creature more ſenſibly than mere argumentation) the 


-Infinite holineſs and juitice of God; the infinite evil of 


ſin; and the conſtant dependance of the higheſt created 
Intelligences on God, both: for En 
7 


while they humbly and. thankfully 
preſervation and felicity, not to, their own ſuperior 
power or better cheice, but to God's free elefion of 
them in Chriſt (1 Tim. v. 21.) whom they joyfully own. 
as their head of confirmation, and are happy to /erve 
him, obeying. his commandment, hearkening to the voice 
of bis word, glad to be bis miniſters doing his pleaſure, 

PC. ciii. 20, 21). even in waiting on the meaneſt of 
thoje who ſhall be biirs of ſalvation, Heb. i. 114. 
Hence let the moſt favoured minifters and faints on earth, 
Hearn to be aware of fpiricual pride, and witeh againſt it in 
558 
E Ka ddt like rhe devil; kis moſt Ie the Af that ho torhmirred 


aſcribe their own 


. © jn an heaven of light and glory, where he was exalted high in 
vc divine knowledge, honour beauty, and ineſs. ., The 


44 great and diſtinguiſhed privileges to which God admits many 
C of his ſaints, and the high honours h s on ſome miniſters, 


e put 
4 zre great trials of perſons in this reſ K. Tis true that great 


4 d of the ſpiritual pr: ſence of God tend greatly tomortify 


46 pride and all corruption; but yet, though in the experience of 


* ſuch 


wad a jw 7 
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Made a little loauer than the angels, compounded of 
body and ſpirit ; the Sy formed out of the duſt of the 
earth, though fearfully and. wonderfully made, and 
needing daily nouriſhment and ſupport; it might have 
been expected, that his knowledge of his mean original, 


— 


and bis ſenſe of continual bodily. wants, would remind 
bim of his perpetual and abſolute dependance on God, 


While crowned <uith glory and banaur, and placed oquer.. : | 


all the <works of God's hands below (Pf. viii. 5», ). he 


b 


had dominion. over the animal world, was Lord of this 
earthly globe, and was bound as God's ſteward or vice- 
gerent, to pay in the grateful tribute of the whole lower: 
creation, to his gracious ſovereign. To enhance his 
obligations to divine goodneſa he was placed in a para- 
diſe of delights, a garden which God himſelf had 
planted ; where every corporeal ſenſe was an inlet to 
_ pleaſure, and a witneſs to the bounty of his beneficent 
creator. He had not, like the angels, a multitude of 
equal aſſociates, ſome of whom, if they fell, might 
draw others after them into diſobedience and rebellion. 
Only one, the companion of his boſom, fleſh of his fleſh, 
ae 7 Said hog 
ec ſuch favours, there be much to reſtrain. pride oneway, there is 
% much to tempt and provoke to it another; and we ſhall be in 
© imminent Singer thereby without great warchfulneſs and 
e prayerfulneſs. There was much in the ciecumſtances that the 
4% angels that fell were in, in heaven, in their great honours and 
« high privileges, in beholding the face of God and view of his 
. < infinite glory, to cauſe in them exerciſes of humility, and te 
“ keep them from pride; yet through want of watchivlneſs in 
them, their, great honour and heavenly privilege proved to 
< them an undomg temptation to pride, though they had no 
* principle of pride in their heart, to expoſe them. Let no ſai 
therefore, however eminent, and however near to God, thin 
_ *£ himſelf out of danger of this. HE THAT THINKS HIM- 
% SELF MOST OUT OF DANGER IS INDEED MOST I 
4 DANGER,? PFreſident Edward's : invaluable little-:book, 
* Thoughts on the Revival of Religion, &c.“ p. 415. 
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Both were made upright, Ecel. vii. 29. Co God created 


man in his own image, in the image Gu created b 


him: mal and female created he tbem, Gen. i. 27. And 


the apoſtle teaches us wherein the image of Gi 


even in nowledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, Col. iii. 


\ 


10. Eph. iv. 24. not merely in rationality; if that alone 
conſtituted the image of God, Satan would be ſtill poſ- 
ſeſſed of it. Our firſt parents were created in a ſtate of 
moral rectitude, their underſtandings illuminated with 
the diſcoveries of divine beauty, the biaſs of their 


wills toward God, their affections pure and ſpiritual, 
ſupreme love to Jehovah governed all the inferior paſſions 
of their ſouls, and taught them in all things to make 
His glory their ultimate exe. 


But God chuſing to make this ſecond trial of created 
virtue, left man in a ſtate of probation to the freedom 
of his own will. —And to vary the experiment, atid add 
weight to the important truths, it was deſigned to ex- 


pd conſiſts, _ 


and bone of his bone, an help meet for him, that he 
might not live in ſolitude; and who was to be mother 


1 
L 
* 


emplify, and exhibit] to the univerſe, he placed him in 


a ſituation differing from that of angels, in ſome remark- 
able circumſtances. Beſides what may be gathered re- 


ſpecting this difference of circumſtances, from the ſtate 


of the caſe above, the following particulars demand our 


.. Peculiar attention. 1 1 


2 a 


Inſtead of being left imply under the law of nature, 


. Godentlered into a covenant of life with him, promiſing 
him eternal life upon the condition of perfect obedience. 


Though this was a covenant of works (an. is with. pro- 
Priety, uſually contradiſtinguiſhed from that coẽnant 
with Chriſt as the head of his elect, which iseminently 

ſtiled the / covenant of grace) yet there was grace od 
covered in 7475 covenant. I mean, it was àn act of free, 
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undeſerved- favour, for God to covenant at all; or 
poſitively to ſtipulate with him, promiſing the continu- 
ance or increaſe of his happineſs upon certain equitable” 
conditions. God had a natural right to require all poſ- 
ſible obedience from his — any promiſe 
of continuing his being, much leſs of -beflowing à 
poſitive reward. Indeed his goodneſs ſorbad his ſuf- 
tering the innocent to be miſerable; but it does not ap- 
J pear, neceſſarily, to forbid that God ſhould drop ſuch a | 
Creature into non- exiſtence. And moſt certainly God 
might, in perfect conſiſtency with all his perfections, 
have held his rational creatures for ever under the bare 
law of nature, without any promiſe of farther recom- 
pence, or of wy future confirmation in holineſs, which | 
moſt of our beſt divines Ir was the caſe here, via. 
that Adam expected for himſelf. and his poſterity, that 
after a limited probation they ſhould have heen placed 
in a ſtate of indefectible bliſs,® 


1 * 
4 $ : 
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That the covenant of works with Adam contained a promiſe 
of poſitive reward, appears from the words of Moſes, Lev. xviii. 5. | 
 wobich doth tt N live by them. The ſame apoſtle main- | 
- thing that the. commandment was originally ordained fo life, Row 3 
ui. 10. And afferts, that if there had beer a law which could bave - . 

given life, verily righteouſneſs had been by the law, Gal, iii. 21. Im- 
plying that before the entrance of fin it could have given à title 

to life, though now, as he elſewhere” obſerves, it is become weak 
tbrougb the fleſh, and therefore we ſtood in need of God's ſending 

bis own fon to do what the law D -accompilſh, 
Rom. Viti. 4----1f thou wile enter into life; keep the commandments 
ſaid our Lord to the young legaliſt, i. e. Bring to the law of 
God the perfect reQitude ſt requires,” and it ſhall adjudge thee 

ꝛo the defired inheritance of eternal life. Herein our Lord dealt 
with him upon his own' principles a ſerious examination: of the 
juſt requirements of the covenant of works, being a fuitable 
means to convince a fallen creature of his moral inability to per- 
form them, and thus of his need of: goſpel ſalvation. But tho 
the words of Chriſt by no means imply-a ſuppoſition, that the 
young man could produce the required qualification; they cer. 
 rainly prove, that, were he really .abls-ſo'to do, be-might, "pot 
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Bible was written for the children not of a fading. 
but @ alli h head. hed 


reſ 


objected to che like terms for them 


even e e e I ef % 


| oy by the law to the man that worketh, which is now received by 
Kai 
ſeeuri by pad enjoyment of eternal Ji 
_ dignity of his new-cavenamt-head, and from the ſi 


| from the Old Teſtament 
included in the divine — 


- Curious minds may bart a thouſand queſtions. indeed. 
on the conſequences of Adam's ſtanding, concerning 
the term of probation, nature of the reward, and place 
of enjoyment, which we cannot anſwer, x Gave the 


But we know ehough to prove, that 
the conſtitution made with our firſt father was haly, juſt, 
and what we have ſaid above proves it ſo with 
to himſelf, and none of his 2 could have 
f But ſince the. 
fall they are become blind, and partial enough ta cavil 
at his being appointed their comneon bead and tepreſenta - 
tive t but in this view of the caſe, the divine coniſtitu- 
tion was ill pure, NG ert in ie 8 Own natures ' 


"dna: 


aner have ebeyedh Were full 0 FORE none 
can imagine that the promiſe was atided — the and rey was, 
"The Jo while innocent Adam had no ſuch encouragement.--- 
adicious 3 obſerves, that Pau! diſtinguiſhing the 
ri 4 — which is of the law from the evangelical, places * 
whole difference set in the hig promiſed, the manner of 
eaining it, Gal, iii. 1x, 1a. The ſame kir 4 A. "life was promiſed. 


ith, in Chriſt, _ Though be it ren, that ns believer's title, 
es are attended with many 
ud endearing, additional Advantages, at from the 


ng from dif-+ 
play of the divine mercy, and all. the harmonizing ; Me dete of 
the deity in 27 05 | 
| See effus's Occonomy, book I. (chap. 4. ſect. 3, 6, 7, Ke. 
2 Ps Ade was in — our federal bead is very apparent 
His poſterity being manifeſtly 
on and law of propogation, 
e 
en. i. 26. rant e | 
Gen. ii. 24+ | Nate, Xix. 5. e — and. | 
= 
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Adam had certainly as great, and, in many . 
ater advantages than any of his poſterity for - 
fo Juſt come out of the hands of God into a new. 
| made world, formed on purpoſe for him, and given to 
| him; created in an adult ſtate, not coming into the 
| world in the infantile condition in which his ity 
| are born; and, particularly, being cox/cioxs of the im- 
rtant character he ſuſtained as truſtee for millions of 
his own deſcendants ; he had every advantage and every 
ſtimulus to watchful obſervance of the injunRioas of 
-his maker, from whoſe owe month he had been im- 
mediately — — his _ _— — 7 
conſequences of di ing it. Th — of the 
plan th h his crime, cm alter the original equity 
and natural advantages of it, any more than the fall of 
the murmuring Iſraelites in the wilderneſs could prove, 
that God's bringing them out of Egypt was not an a8 
of kindneſs. - 1 $6.4) | a 
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That God had an undoubted right to i 
act for us, as our public head, the coniti 
or egy in the ſermon holy, juſt, and good, and in the nature 
of the thing calculated for our advantage, more fo than if we 
had been each to ad for himſelf; cannot be denied without 

greatly invalidating God's right to conſtitute the ſecond Adam a 
_ public head and repreſentativez which would overthrow the 

his chriſtian ſchemg and ruin the hopes of every awakened © 

nner. | | ' ; | g 
See this argued in a maſterly manner in s Trae Reſgias 
delineate. 3 P · 2 — — 
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evil: but be it obſerved, - the mere law of nature, 
whereby a creature is neceſſarily obliged to love the 
Lord with all his heart, ſoul, and mind, and ſerve him 
with all his might, would have bound him to the ob- 
ſervance of a thouſand poſitive inſtitutions, even wich- 
out the advantage of a covenant. Beſides, the teſt was. 
as ea/y as could have been contrived. by God or. man. 
Fe had all the trees of Eden, and in the world, to feed 
on beſide; and, doubtleſs, the vegetable productions of 
the earth then far ſurpaſſed every thing it now produces, 
ſince the curſe pronounced thereon after the fall, both -- 
in reſpect of nuttiment and flavour. If an holy crea- 
ture could have complained of any thing, it muſt have 
been, that he had no more difficult taſk injoined him, 
whereby he might have had an opportunity to ſhew the 
intenſeneſs of his affection to his dear benefator. 
God ſuffered him likewiſe to be. zempred. But one 
circumſtance, which is uſually attributed to-the cunning - 
of Satan, ſeems to me rather to mark the goodneſs of 
God. I mean the devil's appearing in the form of a 
ſerpent. We read, that Satan is ſometimes trans 1 
into an angel of light, 2 Cor. xi. 14. Had that now ' 
been the caſe, I ſhould think the temptation would have 
been the more formidable. But God would not ſuffer 
Satan to tempt our firſt parents hut in an inferior form: 
and the infatuated creatures were ſo beſooled as to 
hearken to one of their own vaſſals (for ſo it appeared) 
rather than to their almighty maker. 
Fes, my brethren, our common head violated the 
law of his God: he fell by pride and wworldly-mindedne/s ; _ 
for the temptation was addreſſed: to their ambition, to 
de independent, to he as God's, and to their lawleſs. 
inordinate appetites after created good; the forbidden 
fruit was more pleaſant to the woman's eye, and the 
+ ſinful woman more pleaſant to the man, than the . 5 
| . N of 


of their offended ſovereign? Nothing of all this: 
they became aſhamed of their bodily nakedneſs, and 
wattled together ſig · leaves to hide it; but their mental 
pollution, fo viſible to dmniſeience, they perceived 
not. And when, in the Codbl-of the day, they heard 
the voice of God, and perceived his viſible approach, 
inſtead of proſtrating themſelves before him to plead 
mercy, they atheiſtically hope to conceal themſelves. 
hen ſummoned to the bar, inſtead of making an in- 
uous confeſſion, we find them endeavouring to pal- 


ate their guilt, upbraiding each other, and impudently 
throwing the blame upon „ 


c - = 


Of InTELLIGENT AGENTS. dy. 


Self - moved goodneſs, riſing to. an unparalleled bp 


height, revealed ſalvation by the ſeed of the woman, 
even before the ſentence was pronounced. Efficacious 
grace probably brought our firſt parents to embrace it, 
after it had been ſufficiently proved, that they would 
never have returned to God without it's conſtraining in- 
fluence. The woman (though miſtaken in the apples 
tion) witneſſed her faith in the promiſe, when taking 
her firſt- born for the Meſſiah, ſne ſaid, I have gotten 
a man from the Lord.” In the original, I have got- 
ten a man, the Lord.“ She thought Chriſt was to 
have been her immediate ſeed. She found her miſtake 
ſoon; but would doubtleſs tell Cain and her other 
children of the ſalvation: ſhe hoped for. As for him, 
_ Inftead of being the inſtrument of it,” he appeared too 
plainly not to be a ſharer in it. A'thank-offering he 
was willing to offer to God, as owning his dependance - 
on him for food and fruitful ſeaſons ; but he ſcorned 
the thought of acknowledging, by the blood of à living 
ſacrifice, that he was a. ſinner worthy of death, wha 
could not hope for remiſſion but by the blood of the 
Meſſiah. Yea, he was ſo enraged, that God accepted 
believing Abel, while 1. was rejected, that he e : 
TT | 2 By __- 
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his hands in his brother's blood. And when ſtilf reo 
prieved, though under an awful mark of vengeance, be 
complains of his puniſhment, not of his ſin ; removed 
from the ordinances of God, whom his parents wor- 

d; went into the land 6f Nod, where he im- 
2 himſelf 5 in worldly care to drown the voice of 


conſcience by the lumber of this life, and n up 5 


his poſterity in irreligion and profancneſs. 


im the days of Enos, the. ſon of Seth, God, by his 
Holy Spirit, cauſed a revival of religion in that family, 


Gen. i iv. 26, but ere long, their deſcendants intermar- 


Tying with the ſeed of Cain, Gel. vi. 2. the children 


of Seth gene 1 apoſtatized from God too. Enoch 


walked with almoſt alone: his bleſſed example, 

his prophecy of the future judgment, Jude 14; 15. his 
. — bodily tranſlation to heaven, had little or 
no effect on the ſurrounding world, which became ſo 
intolerably wicked, that God determined: to deftroy it 


with a flood. Noah alone, an eminent preacher of 


righteouſneſs, with his family, were to eſcape the general 
wreck. One hundred and twenty years reprieve longer 
however was afforded, wherein he long Suffering of God 
waited; awhile the ark was preparing; and Chriſt, by 
his Spirit, in the miniſtrations of Noah, preached to 


thoſe whoſe ſpirits are now in priſon, His exhortations 


were in vain, his prophecies and his preparations ridi- 
culed; they continued immerſed in worldly purſuits,. 
till on flood came and ſwept them away, Gen. vi. l. 
viii. 1 Pet. iii. 20. 2 Pet. ii. 5. Luke xvii. 26. 


After this the world was peopled anew, by the 


children of godly Noah; but the evidence of total de- 


pravity appeared as great as ever. God's teſtimony 
concerning the old world, Gen. vi. 5. is repeated con- 
cerning the new, Gen. viii. 21. the imagination of man's 


beart is tort 185 his youth.” There was now an altera- 
tion 


0 
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of belinefs and the ndl amiable God. Thus 


loſt the image and the favour of God, and have 


| — the likeneſs of the devil and the beaſt, with a 


title to eyerlaſting woe, to all their wretched Poſterity. 
The aggravations attending this crime are more thay = 


| we can enumerate, befide what may be gathered 


the things already mentioned, we may ſafely accuſe hem. 


' with the rene ef Sie whole decalogue at once.“ 
piouſly diſaffected to the perfect « — of Tohivrah, 


man ſet up himſelf as his own god, denied the all. 
ſufficiency of his maker, dethroned him from his heart, 
and idolized a creature in his ſtead, from whom he 


' ſought the happineſs he pretended not to find in God. 


He profaned God's name ; violated his pure and holy 
reſt, wherein, till. then, he had” been perfectly Bleſſed 


in a ſtate of ſincerity, - peace, and' contentment; he 


diſhonoured his heavenly father; murdered himſelf anc 
his poſterity; commitied{piritual adultery; 3 was guilty 


theft, by invading the property of his creator; againſt 
whom he bore falſe witneſs as an unjuſt 150 auſtere 


maſter ; while diſcontented with his own lot, he coveted 
| independeney of his God, and e with Mm. x 


„n 


We proceed to conkider, &+ 91 
IH. Go farther probation of man 555 abs ey 
Let none be ſtartled at the uſe of a term which has 


bias greatly. abuſed: by ſome, wbo haue uſed it in a 


tenſe inconſiſtent with many capital truths of revelation, 
It is not ſappoſed men are now in ſtate of probation | 


in the ſame ſenſe as angels and Adam once were; that 


equity required God ſhould make a farther trial of 
them; that they have any remaining ſpiritual goodneſs, 
or can 15 God: nen Ln to receive chem 

kt again 
. ® See Dooketle's Body of Divinity, p. e and Dr. Gill's 
55 of Doctrinal Divinity, book III. p. 513. 
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again into favour ; that ſalvation is to be obtained by- 
their own doings; or that the purpoſes of God are ſui- 
pended upon the determination of their wills. + 
On the contrary, it is aſſerted, that the whole human 
race lie intirely at God's mercy, are wholly depraved, 
and righteouſly condemned. ea. 


But God knowing men would be apt to deny their 
depravity, knowing that they would be apt to plead 
their readineſs to return and be reconciled, determined 
actually to zry them; and has been trying them in va- 
rious periods of time, and in a vaſt variety of circum- 
ſtancks; well knowing the iſſue would be ſuch as to 
confirm the doctrine of grace, evidence the depravity 
and mo Nashi of man, glorify God's juſtice. in 
the condemnMion of reprieved, but ungrateful rebels, 
and evidence the ſovereign freeneſs of his grace in the 
ſalvation of his ect. God zrys the heathen, not in 
hope they will find him without a revelation, but to 
ſhew the need of it: , finners under the goſpel, not 
in hope they will conv 


without ſpecial grace, but to 
ſhew how their bad hearts will be ſure to refuſe his fal. 


vation, unleſs made willing by efficacious grace; all 
tends to ſhew his juſtice in pyniſhing, and his right to 
act ſovereignly in ſhewing mer, Rom. ix. 22, 23. 


.+ .Let us accordingly take a ſurvey of fats. God re- 
prieved our firſt parents; he might righteouſly have 
ſunk them into hell the moment they tranſgreſſed, but 
he delayed his vengeance. They found Satan had be- 
fooled them, and God forbore withethem. How could 
they avoid the moſt cutting remorſe for their folly and 
guilt? How could they avoid the moſt grateful amaze= 
ment at divine forbearance? Did they not ſee their 
error, reflect on their crime, and uſe every moment 
which patience allowed them in ſupplicating the * 
ee as Bo 'of 
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Abram; and God's blefliog that attended him and his 
family, while providence ordered their frequent re- 

mobs from place to place on purpoſe to bear witneſs 

for God in — countries —rebuking kings for their 
lakes, Pſ. cv. 12-14. particularly in the inſtance of 
Abram's memorable victory over Chedarlaomer and the 
won that were with him, Gen. xiv. Iſai. xli. 2, 3, 4. 


* Alarming beyond meaſure was the deſtruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrab, Admah and Zeboim, in 'ſuch a 
terrible and ſurprizing manner by fire from heaven, 
while righteous Lot was delivered; which yet had ſo _ 
light an effect on the ungodly world around, that the 
inhabitants of Zoar, a little city juſt in the neigbbour- 
hood, doomed to like ruin, and only ſpared at Lot's re- 
queſt, remained fo intolerably wicked, that he durſt 
not continue there any longer, but retired. to a cave in 
the mountain, Gen. xix, 21, 22, 30. , 
What advantages had the land of Egypt and * | 
bouring countries for the knowledge of God, in the 
time of Jeſephs advancement; and at the time of the 
Exodus, or departure of Iſrael, from Egypt. How 
ſtriking muſt the well-known particulars be which at- 
6 their travels through the wilderneſs, and, their. 
conqueſt of Canaan. Forty years had thoſe wicked. 
nations been tried by the news of their approach, under 


yet none of them repented, or ſo. much as ſought to 
make peace-with Iſrael, the poor Gibeonites excepted, - 
In after ages the like eria! was made with ſimilar. 
effect. God ſeems to have bleſſed David's exile at Gath 
to the converſion of fix hundred poor Philiſtines, 2 Sam. 
xv. 17, 22. But all the fame of his victories, and of 
Solomon's wiſdom and greatneſs, appears to have had 
no conſiderable influence to lead | neighbouring | heathens, 
to mw after their God. 4 
| A ft 
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divine commiſſion, to puniſh them for their iniquities ; - 
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A ſtill more remarkable trial was made even of * 
whole Babyloniſb empire in the days of. Daniel, and. his 


three heroic friends, whoſe adherence to God and con- 
ſequent deliverances were notified all over the eaſtern 


world by the edict of the King, Dan, iii. 29. chap. 


vi. 25. So was Nebuc haduerer s humiliation, Dan, iv. 
which probably iſſued in his own ſalvation, but- appa : 
ng effect on dis amy or 


rently had no manner of abu 


empire. Ea * 


If men had been poſſeſſed np right temper * | 


mind, the heathen world muſt have reaped vaſt advan- 
tages from the /ep/uagint tranſlation of the Old Teſta- 
ment into Greek, made at the command of Ptolemy 


Philadelphus, in the year of the world 3727; hefore 


Chriſt 277. But we know of nothing more than ſome 


indiftin idea and confuſed expectations of à great 


Prince to be born. in Judea, and fine images and grand 


own purpoſes, without n 
enquiry after him. 


In the aveflern world God raiſed up men of uncom- 3 


mon natural parts, both in Greece and Rome; but 


their improvement of the light of nature is related in 


the firſt chapter of Paul's epiſtle to the Romans. There 


is a true picture of the wiſdom of the whole heathen 


world, after four thouſand years trial. With all theit 


boafted diſcoveries and virtues, they remained Tdolatrous, 
co tou, envious, om boaſters, haters of God, un- 


merciful to the moſt notorious degree, —See the whole 


catalogue, Rom. 1. 10 to _ "me, eſpecially verſe 


e 0 . 


We have not room to * upon a diſtin& view of 
the caſe of of the Jews, though, it well deſerves the Sings 
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expreſſions borrowed by heathen poets from Iſaiah's 
predictions of the Mediah, which t aal —— to their 
to. wy. er 
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The diſcoveries of pardoning mercy, firſt made by. 
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tion in the period of man's Hife, which from this time 
began to be gradually diminiſned, till, in a few ages, 


it was reduced in common to about ſeventy years; 


whereas, before the flood, men lived eight or nine 


to the trial; whether, in ſo /ong à period, they would 


berbink themſelves and return to God'; now! if the! - 
cc 


immediate revelation to Adam, were, by means of the 


longevity of the patriarchy, eaſily preſerved by tradition. 
| Methuſelah, who died juſt before the flood, was two 


hundred and forty-three years old at the time of Adam's 
death, and hved about nhinety- eight years after the birth 


old, who died in the year of the world 2288. So that 
four perſons were ſufficient to continue the account of 
the fall, the firſt promiſe, the inſtitation of ſacrifices, 
&. for a period of two thouſand two hundred and 
eighty- eight years. Had mankind been poſſeſſed: of 
any native diſpoſition to ſeek after God, or rather had 


they not di/lihed to retain God in their knowltdge, it 
would have been impoſſible that all right ideas of divine 


things ſhould have been thus preſently loſt ;' and that 
ignorance, mfidelity, and idolatry; ſhould fo faon and 
ſo univerſally prevail, Whether the laſt- mentioned 


evil of idolatry began, in the more grofs ſenſe, before 
the flood, is not certain; but men fell into it very ſogn-- 
after. And that, notwithſtanding ſo recent an inſtanee- 


of divine vengeance, which godly Noah would un- 


doubtedly relate over and over to his children and 


orand-children; with the moſt affectionate concern for 
their welfare. Nor can we doubt, hut the univerſal : 
deluge (of which many viſible effects fill remain) muſt 

nt : have 
oh 


£ 


of Shem; and Shem continued till Iſaac was fifty years. * 5 
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have left many more evident traces of it's awful ra- 

vages in the early ſucceeding ages. But how quickly 

= was fo tremendous an example of God's righteous 
8 ſeverity forgot. No ſooner did men begin to multiply 

in the earth, than, inſtead of trembling before the 
mighty judge of the univerſe, and Finn to him the 
glory due unto his name, they purſue the dictates of 
their own pride and ambition, deſigning to get them 
ſelves a great name by the tower they ſhould build, 
The contounding of their language converted not their 
hearts, they fell into the groſſeſt igolatry and erueleſt 
tyranny, thereby moſt awfully evidencing their total 
e to both the capital branches of the divine 


And if we take a view of the ſtate of the Beatben, 
from the firſt prevalence of idolatry, (which appears to 
| have been almoſt univerſal at the time of God's calling 
EX Abram, four hundred and twenty-ſeven years after the 
flood) down to the coming of Chriſt ; the more nar- 
rowly we examine into their temper and conduct, we 
ſhall ſee God actually trying them in a wonderful va- 
riety of methods, fo as to give the moſt ſtriking experi- 
mental proof of man's entire depravity. of heart, and 
utter indiſpoſedneſs of mind to return to God, as well 
as of the need of revelation. and of efficacious grace. 
Beſide. the apparent eaſe wherewith the knowledge of 
| God might have been preſerved by tradition, were it 
not the caſe that men hated knowledge, and did not chuſe 
the fear of the Lord, we may conſider the repeated and 
wonderful interpofitions of providence, in the eaſtern 
world eſpecially, which were notoriouſly evident, and 
could not but make a great noiſe in the world; and 
. muſt needs have cauſed amazing impreſſions. on the 
hearts of men, had they not been above all things de- 
ceiiful and deſperately wicked, Such was the call af 
. | | GE Abram, | 
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evidence reſulting from their trial, chap. v. 1-7. And 
tae word of God gives us a large hiſtory of the Lord's 
ſpecial dealings with them, The. firſt race that actually 
and fins, God's goodneſs and human perverſenels,. as 
never was exhibited to the world beſide. The chriſtian 
only can find a parallel in his heart's fins and private ex- 
77 A beautiful ſummary of it is given us in 
Pf. lexviii. and Pf, evi. God 'wonderfillly poured oat 
bis Spirit on the next generation who firſt entered | 
Canaan; and they were by far the beſt of all the gene- 
rations of Iſrael—leſe bad, and more good” is recorded 
of them than any other. But what their deſcendants 
were, let the books of 12 Samuel, Kings, and 
Chronicles declare. Under all the means of grace, the 
types, the ordinances, the ſacrifices,” the pfophecies, 
and amidit all the variety of bleſſings,” deliverances, 
chaſtiſements and warnings, the bulk of the people 
were blind and carnal, bw Entry and. hypocritical, 
perpetually ' prone to revolt from God to idols; and, 
under an increaſe of light from the moſt eminent 
prophets, they grew worſe and worſe, till God was 
provoked to deliver them up to their enemies, Firſt, 
the ten tribes, as we read in 2 Kings xvii. 723: wers 
led away into captivity by Salmanezer, from which they 
never returned as a body: and afterwards the two tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin, who took no Warning by che 
calamities of their brethren, were carried away captive 
by Nebuchadnezzar for ſeventy years. See'a friling 
- repreſentation of their caſe, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14 · 21. 
The Babyloniſb captivity ſeems to have cured the. Jews 
of their inclination to groſs idolatry ; ſo that, after their 
return from thence, they were not as a people prone to 
run into that evil as they had done before, but real fe- 
1 nt ao i 
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ligion was ſoon at a low ebb with them: and though 
diverſe parties aroſe among them, making high preten- 
ons to peculiar ſanRity, they in fact made void the law 
by their own traditions ; and, by the time of Ohriſt's 
coming, were in general funk into the vileſt dregs of 
If we therefore come down to the time of Chriſt's 
appearance on earth, and take a ſurvey of the whole 
moral world, we ſhall fee Jews and Gentiles all involved 
in the thickeſt darkneſs. Four thouſand years trial de- 
monſtrated, that both were without excuſe; and yet. 
evinced,, that if a God of ſovereign grace would bring 
any part of either, home to himſelf, there was an ab- 
folute- neceſſity for ſomewhat more than any ex/ernal 
means whatever. This laſt particular was ſtill more 
abundantly proved by the ſmall ſucceſs of Chriſt's per- 
ſonal minifiry. He was in the world, and the world 
was made by bim, and the world knew him not. He 
came unto his own countrymen, the profeſſed people of 
God, among whom God had been preparing his way 
for ſo many hundred. of years by predictions and typical 
inſtitutions, and his own received him not, The pre- 
tended doctors of the law, that were to teach and ex- 
pound the law and the prophets, whoſe writings were 

11 of references to him, were as blind as any: they 
and the Phariſees, who png to be more righteous. 
than others, were bis bittereſt enemies, Paul brings 
the charge home, Acts xiii. 27. They that dwelt at 
Feruſalem, and their rulers, becauſe they knew him not, 
| tor yet the woices of the prophets which are read every 
Sabbath, fulfilled them in condemning him. 


After Chri/?'s reſurrection, when the Spirit of God 
was poured out on the apoſtles, the goſpel had indeed a 
ſurprizing efficacy. But to ſhew that the reaſon was not 
human eloquence, nor the beſt. of outward means, * 
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leſs owing to any favourable diſpoſition native to thoſe 
who now embraced it, a few poor fiſhermen had now 
ten thouſand. times more ſucceſs than the Son of God 
incarnate, who pale as amrver man /pake, even among 
the very people who rejected him, and imbrued their 
ſame time, the major part of =_ nation rejected 
dhe kind meſſage of pardon which was now to be pub - 
liſhed to all nations, beginning at Feru/alem. I hey 
erſecuted the om and diſciples of Jeſus, till they 
brought down, y their aggravated guilt, the moſt tre- 
mendous deſtruction on their city, temple, and them- 
ſelves. So as to the Gentile world, never was human 
learning carried to ſuch an height there as at this time, 
in the Roman empire, though moſt evidently without 
any manner of effect as to bringing them back to God. 
And though the Lord gave his goſpel a marvellous 
{ſpread in.the Roman empire, moſt. of their great men 
continued attached to their old idols, as the apoſtle 
Jays, ye ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many 
ai, mighty, or noble, &c. 1 Cor. i. 26--29, Glo- 
rious, however, was the' triumph of ſovereign grace 
=_ —.— of 2 but, at the ſame time, — j 
nal mind every where appeared enmity againſt God; 
great tions were raed againſt the apoſileythem- 
elves; their exemplary lives and miraculous powers, . 
though every where employed for the moſt benevolent 
purpoſes, could not ſcreen them from the cruel rage of 


'.a wicked world-—moſt of them: ſuffered violent deaths. 


No doubt but the goſpel would immediately have {| 
all the world over, had men been of a right diſpoſition, 
or rather had they not been intolerable enemies thereto. 
Such was the welcome which fallen men gave to the 
news of pardon and reconciliation. In that and the 

following ages, the primitive chriſtians ſuffered ten 
dreadful * | D was the violence of perſecu- 
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conformity to their fanciful ſchemes. 


N o 


tion the worſt evidence of human depravity. Men of 

corrupt minds ſoon crept in among the profeſſed fol- 
lowers of Jeſus, who, while they pretended to embrace 
his pure religion, in fact corrupted it every manner of 
way by their own inventions. Diſcipline, doctrine, 
and practice, were. ſoon dreadfully altered from the 


"a fNtolic ſtandard : and the plain — 15 oracles of, 


od wreſted a thouſand ways by profeſſed chriſtians, in 
At length Ar!ichrif, whoſe ſpirit began ſecretly to 
work in the apoſtles days, aſſumed the pontiff's chair, 
yea, ſeated himſelf as God in the temple of God. The 
whole world wandered after this impious filthy beaft, 
except a little remnant in the vallies of Piedmont, and 
here and there a witneſs for God beſide, whom. he re- 
eyes for himſelf in the darkeſt period of popiſh de- 
on. | 
Then, at the reformation, God ſet his hand to the 
work a. ſecond time, raiſed up Wickliffe, Luther, 
Calvin, and at length a thouſand more enlightened 
them into the true goſpel ſcheme of ſalvation by im- 
puted righteouſneſs, while they were equally ſtrenuous 
for practical gudlineſs. But upon this trial, it happened 
as before. Rome papal, even exceeded Rome pagan, 
in her bloody perſecutions, while nominal proteſtants 


revived almoſt all the errors and hereſies of the primitive 


ages, under new names. And as outward eaſe and 
proſperity were afforded to the reformed churches, they 


; moſtly loſt their inward purity and the power of god- 


lineſs. Human learning, though evidently made ſub- 
ſervient at firſt to the reiormation, has yet been ſince 
taiſed to the greateſt height, without any happy effect 
as to the leſſening of party differences, or promoting 
the power of godlineſs; a plain proof, that however 

uſeful in it's place, it is utterly inſufficient of el jo 5 
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do any thing toward the true knowledge of God, or 
even à reformation of manners. Thus God is trying 
us now, and the trial evinces how abſolutely neceſſary. 
the influences of his Spirit are to the revival of real 
religion. bs £20 hs 2 e 
Amidſt all the lukewarmneſs of the preſent age, and 
the awful ſigns of the times, we have the conſolation to. 
be aſſured from ſcripture predictions, that Babylon the 
Great, ſhall certainly fall' ere long, the knowledge of 
the Lord ſhall in his own time overflow the whole earth, 
the fullneſs of Jews and Gentiles ſhall be brought in, 
and the name of Jeſus be great to the ends of the earth. 
Yet 'tis expected by the moſt judicious interpreters of 
the prophetic plan, that after this happy ſeaſon 'of the 
ſpiritual reign of Chriſt, an awful change will ſucceed, 
a race of carnal Laodicean profeſſors will ariſe, who 
will abuſe that temporal proſperity which will enſue 
upon the general ſpread of religion, and holding only 
the form of godlineſs while ſtrangers to the power, the 
ſon of man when he cometh ſhall hardly find vital faith 
on the earth. But on all theſe particulars, brief hints 
muſt ſuffice, it will be eaſy for any perſon that loves to 

meditate on the wonderful experiment of God upon the 
minds of men to enlarge.® ' SR 
To this general view of the probation of the carnal 
world, we may add the conſideration of the caſe of in- 
dividzals who continue unreclaimed and "A 
| Ce RR gn ts ee, 


The following ſacts appear as ſtriking evidences, that the 
publication and ſucceſs of the goſpel have been ſo contrived as to 
ſhew ſovereign grace in ſalvation, and perfect equity in puniſh- 
ment :;---1, God left all mankind but one nation for many ages, 
without the bleſſing of a revelation, which ſhews that none had 
a claim upon him for it. 2. There. never was a time fince the 
earth was fully peopled, that all nations have actually enjoyed 
the means of Brune: 3. The conduct of thoſe who enjoy the 


goſpel is a ſufficient ſpecimen what others would do in a ar 4 
— | „ | Cale. 
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under the means of grace in every age. How great 6 
part of them that are favoured with the ſound of the 
goſpel, find it a /awvor of death unto death, inſtead of a 
ſaver.of life unto life? Yet what is it that renders it 
ſo? What is it that keeps them from Chriſt but ſelf. 
will, obſtinate unbelief, and exceſſive love of fin? 
ohn v. 40. Ye will not come unto me, that ye might have 
Ji. Is it not evident that a door of mercy is now in 
ome ſenſe opened, which will be hereafter ſhut? 
This is plainly implied in Luke xiii. 25. Can it be 
denied, 1. That the goſpel does reveal a method where. 
in God, conſiſtently with his honour, holineſs, and 
_ juſtice may receive any ſinner whatſoever that ſhall cor- 
dially fall in with this plan, and beſtow upon him 
eternal ſalvation? 2. That the goſpel miniſtration 
does include a ral indefinite aſſurance, that what 
ſinner ſoever will comply with this method of ſalvation, 
mall in no wiſe be caſt out? 3. That there is nothing 
to keep the very chief of fingers under the ſound of the 
goſpel from coming to Chriſt, but his own voluntary 
. averſion, his preference of fin, or of his own pretended 
_ Cighteouſneſs, wherein he acts as freely as if God had 
made no decree at all, or even had no foreknowledge of 
the event? Yes, ſinner, it is the real truth, that if 
you will return to God, through Chriſt, he will receive 
you, It is the real truth, that he has put no bar in your 
way. On the contrary, he has removed every reaſonable || 
objection. It is the real truth, that there is nothing but 
885 Cs F 
caſe. 4. The gofpel has never been maintained in any country, 
but by God's fingular interpoſition. 5. He has powerfully ſent 
or continued it to thoſe who were as bad as any: witneſs the 
Jews, Capernaum, Britain. 6. All nations might have had the 
goſpel, had they been any ways diſpoſed to entertain it; yea, had 
they not greatly preferred Darkneſs to light, and indu ged the 
Higheſt degree of averſion to true religion. 7. None that have 
the goſpel revelation were ever brought cordially to comply with 
it's grand defign, but by ſpecial invincible grace, though nothing 
but extreme badneſs of heart ever made that grace neceſſary. 


of remorſe.” This, u 
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your own voluntary averſion to him, your love ef fin, 
and your attachment to your idols, that hinders you; 


Nor can you have any room to complain that God does 
not make you willing to return, when you leve beſt to 


ſtay away, and if it were not for the mere dread: of 
eternal miſery, had every way rather he ſhould leave to 
purſue your choice; have 3 direct deſire after 
converſion, but if you could dare to utter the inward 


with of your heart, it would be, Lord, give me up 


to my luſts, let my luſts have full domigion over me, 
and grant me opportunity and ability to gratify them 


with impunity, without dread'of enees, or ſenſe 
times without number, under all external advantages, 
appears to be the diſpoſition/'of à finner. Neither 


judgments nor mercies, threatnings nor invitations, can 


prevail with him to abandon- his idols, without a divine 


energy artending them, without an entire renovation of 
the temper of his mind hy the Spirit of God. A total 


want of inclination toward God, à corrupt bias of the 


will, an entire depravity of heart, is found by aQual 
experiment to be as certainly connected with the moſt 


fatal conſequences, even an entire rejection of the 
goſpel, to the finner's own deſttuction, as any natural 


. cauſe is connected with it's effect: though nothing is. 


more evident than, chat this depravity of heart, wherein 
conſiſts the ſinner's oral inability to all that is ſpiritually 


| good, cannot be reckoned as any excuſe for him, as za- 


tural inability would, becauſe it is in itſelf the moſt 
faulty, blame · worthy thing in the world; or, in other: 
words, the finner's inability to turn to God is merely 
owing to his being under the abſolute dominion of a 
criminal difpoſition of mind, or to his = dead IN 


' SIN, Eph. I. 1, 5. that is, fiafully dead to God.® 


| TOE | 4 » 
* See the diſtinction between natural and moral inability 
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clearly explained in prefident Edwards's moſt invaluable Treati 
| OR "TY 0 


TY 


þ 
3 
ö 

i 


| 
* 
1 
{ 


Thus finners appear. be/pleſs, yet inexcuſable, = 
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| It has indeed been the caſe in every age, that the 
goſpel has made /ome kind of impreſſions, more or leſs, 
upon the minds of mary unregenerate men. Perſons 
— 2 never appeared to be truly converted, have 
yet been alarmed for a while with convictions of their 
danger; and, under awakening providences, or the 
preaching of the word, have felt great terrors of con · 
ſcience, have been afraid of death and judgment, being 
made ſenſible that all was not right with them, and that 
it was a fearful thing to fall into the hands of an angry 
God, But, unleſs the very heart be changed by effica- 
cious grace, the more God tries men by convictions the 
more it's deceit and wickedneſs will appear, in their 
rebelling againſt the light, ſtriving to get rid of their 
convictions, and in — watching for occaſions of 
ſtumbling, being deſirous to catch at any ſnadow of an 
objeQion againſt the truth, and inwardly pleaſed when 
they ſee any evil conduct of profeſſors which they can 


improve as an argument to perſuade themſelves that 


« there is nothing in religion, for profeſſors are as bad 
« as Others, and therefore (ſay they) we may return to 
our old ways, and as well go on in infidelity as turn 
„ hypocrites.” — Righteous it is in God to try the falſe- 
neſs of their hearts, by letting them have what they 
e V earneſtly. 
on the Freedom of the Will, - 23--38. See alſo from p. 214-- 
377. Likewiſe two excellent ſermons on this ſubject, by the Rev. 
r. Smalley, of Farmington, in New-England; which I have 


the pleaſure to inform my readers will be ſoon republiſned. Con- 
ſider. Jer. xiii. 23. Can the Etbiopian change bis ſtin, or the leopard bis 


ſpots z tber may ye 105 that are 9 to do evil, learn to do well.” 


Hence it appears, here are two kinds of inability very diſtin; 
yet the latter may be as great and as certainly connected with b 

conſequences as the former; but is not, like the former, any 
manner of Excuſe. It may be objeRed, the prophiet ſpeaks of 
ability contracted by cuſtom, but only allow there is ſuch a 
thing as moral inability, and that it thus differs from what is 
merely natural, and it is eaſy to prove from ſcripture and fact, 
that a ſufficient degree of it is native and univerſally predominant. 
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earneſtly ſeek aſtet; it is juſt in him, tat he ſhould ſuffer 
them to find occaſions to ſtumble and fall: though yet, 

wo to the inſtruments; wo to eareleſs walkers, -who 
afford them ſueh à mean of hardening themſelves in a 
rejection of the goſpel. The righteguſneſs of the con- 
ſequence on God's part who permits it, is no ecuſe 


for the offender- who 'occaſians it. Matt. xviii. 7; }> 


unto the world, mo offences 5 it muſt netds be that 
offences come: it is a thing that is fit and becoming 4 
ſtate of trial, that offences fliould be ſuffered to ta 
lace; and it is what a. wicked, - prejudiced, God- 
ating world deſerve : but av to that nan by whom the 
offence cometh, | | „cet 
There are likewiſe ma aceleſs profeſſors to be 
found in every age, who'aQually 1 a press 
of religion, and fome of them a very ſplendid profeſſion, 
and they may continue it for a long courſe of time. 
Some of them are induced thereto by baſe and worldly 
motives ;, by proſpects of ' honour or gain, from their con- 
nexions with the podly ; 'and by various fimilar induce- 
ments. Some under the mere influence of education; 
and others, like the fony-ground hearers, under /egal 
convictions, receive the word with joy, though they give 
it only a partial welcome. Alarme at the awful con- 


ſequences of ſin, while ſtrangers to it's intrinſic evil; 


afraid of God's greatneſs, though blind to the beauty 
of his holinefs ; they dread his wrath, though they are 
not ſorry that they have diſhonoured him; aud are 
anxious after an exemption from panifhment, though 
they have not a ſingle deiire for thoſe enjoy ments which 
will conſtitate the poſitive happineſs of ſaints in glory: 
yet they deceive themſelves one way or other with an 
hope of impunity ; either denying the main. truths of 
ſcripture, while they profeſs to acknowledge it's autho- 
rity, or Elſe ſubſtituting a fpeculative affent, for a cordial 
SR EC reception 
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reception of them. Great may be their pretences of 
regard for the Saviour, though they openly or ſecretly 
divide his offices; either truſting to their own righteouſ- 
neſs, while they honour him with the name of a teacher 
ſent from God; or elſe being unwilling to ſubmit to 
his dominion, while they pretend to rely on his atone- 
ment. Too many viſibly go on in both theſe ſoul- 
ruining extremes; while many of both ſorts deceive 
even the people of God, at leaſt for a ſeaſon. But the 
I. ord tries their hearts, not only by his omniſcience, 
which will ſurely detect every hypocrite at laſt; but alſo 
by his providence, which frequently diſcovers them 
nov. | e 


He ſuffers herefes to ariſe, that fleſh-pleaſing doctrines 
may try and detect falſe profeſſors, who therefore go out 
from us, becauſe they were not of us: and are thus 
made manifeſt, 1 Cor. xi. 19. 1 John ii. 19. He ſuffers 
perſecution, becauſe of the word to ariſe, and zrys the 
ſtony-ground hearers, and then thoſe whoſe profeſſion 
had no root are offended, Matt. xiii. 21. He oftentimes 
calls profeſſed converts to duties, which ſeem counter to 
their ſecular intereſt, that it may be tried whole hearts 
are ſound in his ſtatutes, and whoſe not. He calls all 
who pretend to faith in Jeſus, to ſhew their faith by 
their fruits, to deny themſelves, to take up their crois 
daily, and to follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes; 
and he ſuffers them to meet with dificulties by the way, 
that he may try them. He ſuffers avowed enemies to oppoſe 
them in it, and deceivers to ſtand on either ſide, crying, 
Lo here, or Lo there, to ry them. And thus are falſe- 
hearted profeſſors diſcovered and made manifeſt. But, 
on the other hand, true chriſtians find, that amidſt all 
theſe trials, a real love to holineſs, in proportion to it's 
degree, will be a bleſſed preſervative from talſe doctrines 
as well as from ſinful practices. F thine eye be fingle 
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by whole body hall be fall of light, Matt. vi. 22. J 


any man will do his avill, he ſball know of the doctrine, 


whether it be of God, John vil. 17. while they that wiſh. 
for ſinful indulgence, will be ſure to find a bye-path. 


Humility is of like importance here. The meek will he 
guide in judgment; the meek will he teach his way, 
Pſ. xxv. 9. While they that lean to their own under- 
ſtanding, are either drawn aſide into ſome bye- path, 
which they miſtake for the right road, or otherwiſe are 


puzzled and offended. Who can tell what courſe io 


take (ſay they) amidſt ſuch a diverſity of opinions?“ 
And ſo give up the ſearch, inſtead of humbly applying 
to God for the light of his Spirit, and ſtudying the 
Bible on their knees. BE OL 1 
Theſe thoughts lead on to conſider, 8 
IV. The probation e God's elret. Thoſe who now 
appear to have been the objects of everlaſting love, by 


their experience of divine drawings, bringing them 
home to God, will readily acknowledge they were once 


afar off; though now quickened, they were once dead 


in treſpaſſes and ſins, and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as others. A Jeremiah, or a John the 


baptiſt, or it may be ſome very few individuals beſide, 
may have been ſanQified from the womb; but in 
general God leaves his own ele& for ſome time in a ſtate 
of nature, that their own experience may convince them 
that they are as much the ſubjects of total depravity as 
any; children of wrath, even as others. They are 


commonly, before their calling, tried by a variety of 
means, which makes it exceedingly manifeſt, that 1 
themſelves they are as bad as any, as far from God, as 


unworthy of his pity, and as unfit for his ſervice. Yes, 
believers; it will be found profitable to reflect frequently 


on the trial God made of you in your unregeneracy. 


Look on the profligate, on the prophane, the formal, 
TER | E 2 „„ 3 
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the ſelf-righteous,"the'rebellious, the wmcachabls,1qn all 
the ſeveral. claſſes of ſinners around: and /ucb avere 
ſenie of you, though now vaſbed and juſtified, and ſandi- 


- fied. Ve once ſinned againſt mercies and means, againſt 
warnings and rebukes; all the external methods God: 


could try with you. made a tranſitory or no impreſſion 

upon you, perhaps you only ſeemed to get mare, hard- 
ened and deſperate than ever.. Evidently, does it appear 
by paſt experience, that: it was not owing ta your better, 
diſpoſitions, your being more: tractable and teachable 


than others, that you are now. at length brought to God., 


You were long ſtiff- necked and perverſe, and would 


have continued ſo to this day, were it not for efficacious 


grace. In vain did the terrors of the law ſound in your 


ears; in vain did miniſters, as ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 


as though God did beſeech you by them, beſeech you to 
return unto God; in vain did they cry after you, O ge 


fimple ones, turn in hitber; all things are ready, come 6 


to the marriage; ye 'hearkened not to the voice of the 
charmer, charming ever ſo wiſely; in vain did God 
aMi& you and ſmite you, you reocived no correction, 
but went on frowardly in the way of your own hearts, 
till he who beheld'your ways healed your baek-ſlidings, 


and drew you to himſelf with the cords of his love, till 


he compelled you to come in, till he made you willing 
in the day of bis POWer. SSC n 5 


'. God's deſign in thus putting things to the trial, was 


to ſhew, in the moſt ſtriking manner, his right. to af? 


 fovereignly in the diſpoſal of his grace. When no ex- 


ternal means whatever can prevail with any one in- 
dividual of the human race, to repent and truly return 
to God, how perfectly fair and equitable muſt it be, 
that God ſhould chuſe whom he pleaſes to- make them 
the ſubjects of his ſpecial grace. When all ſo volunta- 


rily and abſtinarely reject him, if he yet reſolves that 55 


—— 
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501 form a people anew; for himſelf, hom fair is it 
that be ſhould pick af who he pleaſes, and beſtow new. 
hearts 14 them, and create new ſpirits within them. 
And as 
| "pole. be, — none would ſtoop and bow to ſalvation . 
grace of their own accord, how worthy was it of 
| 125 that he ſhould from eternity fix on whomſoever,he. 
as the objects of his ſoyereign love, and deter- 
mine to apply his ſalvatign to them effectually in his 
own appointed time. If it is right now for God to act 
thus, < At could not be, wrong for N to decree to 4 
right... e 91 1 3108 $6.1. 4 5 06 1 


And how does this 1227 G to wo the Ne ney 5 


his grace, the greatneſs of that mi power whereb 

bn are raiſed from ſpiritual 25 their 1 
biaſs changed, and a diſpoſition of heart. wholly new 
created within them. *Surely nothifig is too hard for 
the Lord, who can of ſuch hardened, Hfelefs ſtones, 
raiſe up children unto Abram. He who could bend 
ſach an iron finew as your neck once was, he that could” 
ſubdue ſuch a rebeltions will, command light to mine 
into ſo dark a mind, and. chaage ſuch r 


muſt be the Almighty. | a 


8 \+ 7 


8o i in God's after-dealings with his conr | kgs 
he trys- them i In various ways, that, h e ma „ them 


what they are, and what he is. As — old, Moſes 


charged Iſrael to remember all the way which e Lord 
their God led them for forty years in the W to 
humble them and prove them, to knew (1. e. by actual 
experiment) what was in their hear; ſo the Lord 
deals in a ſimilar manner with his ſpiritual Ifrael. « The 
Lord trieth the righteous, Pſ. xi. 5.. well knowing what 
the iſſue will be, and deſigning their benefit and his 


glory to be ultimately promoted by all their trials. 


foreknew from eternity exactly how the caſe 


— 
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One grand end of God in trying the hearts. of his 
people, even as ſilver or gold is tried in the fining- pot 
or the furnace, is this, that we may hereby be led into 
a more ſenſible and humbling acguaintance with our 
on weakneſs and depravity. Only let us make a pauſe 
here, and reflect upon our own thoughts and reſolutions, - 
at the time of our firſt converſion to God, When firſt” 
ſeeking after -Jeſus, how did we account all things as 
loſs, that we might win him; were we not ready to ſay, 
If we could once call Chriſt our own, we ſhould not 
care what difficulties we underwent, what loſſes we ſuſ- 
- tained, what hard ſervices we were called to; None but 
Chriſt! None but Chriſt! Welcome, Chriſt and the 
eroſs! Chrift, and the loſs of all other things, he 
ſhould be our ſufficient portion, our All in All. And 
now, my brethren, can any of us ſay, that when we 
could jir# rejoice in him, he did not anſwer our ex- 
pectations? Did ye not each profeſs, that in him was 
all your ſalvation and all your deſire? Did ye not ſay, 
Mie have found the Maſſiah, we have found him wom 

our ſouls delight in, we have found 7% dgſire of all na- 

tions, the pearl of great price. Jeſus is the chief among 
ten thouſand, he is altogether love y; this is eur beloved, 
and this is our friend, We will remember thy love more © 


than wine; we will ever prefer his glory to our chief 


joy.“ Were not each of you ready to ſay, with Peter, 


Though all men forſate the, yet ill not 17 


Ah, my brethren, theſe were happy days; moſt of 
us have tao much room to look back upon them with 
regret. Then, our hearts ſeemed full of love, and life, 
and joy: but have we not reaſon to believe, that we had 
too little ſelf-acquaintance, and too much ſelf- con- 
fidence, mingled with our zeal. Well, ſays the Lord, 
ll try you ſoon. One ſhall be tried with worldly pro- 
perity, and ſee if the things of time do not draw - his 
5 | eart 
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heart from his God; ſee if he rpcoives all as from me, 
is led by all zo me, and uſes all for me. Another ſhall 


be tried with wants; ſee if he can be patient, contented, 


and reſigned, knowing that he has treaſure in heaven, 
and believing that, on earth, bread ſhall be given him, 


and his water be ſure. Another ſhall be fried with 


croſſes; ſee if he is willing to bear them for God, if 
he can hope and quietly.wait for deliverance, chooſing 


3 ſuffer rather than ſin; or will he murmur and com- 


plain, that he is ſo afflicted more than others, and only 
endeavour to get rid of his burden by right means or 
wrong? Another wiſhes for ſome bleſſing, which is 
perhaps deſigned for him all the while; but let him 
have a praying time and a waiting time firſt, and zry if 
he will continue inſtant in prayer, and be willing to 
own that God's time is beſt. Another ſaid, -a while 
ago he had given all to God ; let the Lord take Part at 
his hand, take away the deſire of his eyes with a ſtroke, 
and 7ry if he will ſtand to the ſurrender, and bleſs the 
Lord when he takes away as well as when he gives. 


_ Inſtances might be multiplied on this particular by 
thouſands; but, after all, it would be impoſſible to 
enumerate. the endleſs variety. Let each examine his 
own caſe, and attend to the humbling leffons he may ſo 
juſtly deduce. Ah! how far has our conduct been from 
anſwering our obligations and engagements: We have 
not diſappointed the Lord, for he knew we ſhould deal 
_ thus treacherouſly ; and he put it to the trial, that we 
might know and loath ourſelves. Review your conduct, 
believers; view your own ſelves, when and wherein 


God has brought you to the teſt. What ſhame and con - 


fuſion of face belongs to us, when we reflect how carnal, 
how» backſliding, how rebellious, how unhbelieving, 
how fretful, how diſcontented, how ungrateful, how 
unfruitful we have been, when brought to the trial. — 

| | this 
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- vered and hid from our eyes; though, bleſſed be God, 


\ 


1 60D Bxyentwewrai PropdTiON 


this being” what we thought we ſhould ſoon become, 
when we firſt ſet out in the ways of God? Are theſe 


loiterers, theſe cowards, theſe ſlumberers, theſe com. 


plainers, c. Are thefe, Hay, the chriſtians you once 


e yourſelves, and -promiſed the Lord that you 


onld be? Was-it thus ye engaged to run your race, 


thus to fight the battles of the Lord; thus ye reſdlved to 


watch and pray? Is this all the reſignation and ſubmiſſion 
ye once talked of? Little did we once think ourſelves 
ſo unſtable, little did we once ſee of the depths of 
iniquity within us. We knew, by reflection on our un- 
regenerate ſtate, ſome what of the evil of fin; but ſurely 
we could never have gueſſed it had been half ſo bad as 
we Have ſound it to be, by it's ſtrugglings and warrings; 


and indwelling, ſinee we have known the Lord. Hearts 


that notwithſtanding renewing grace and frequent diſ- 


coveries of pardoning mercy and ſpecial love, can yet 


revolt, and yet complain, and yet provoke the Lord, 
muſt have bo dreadfally deptaved indeed. er Os 
Is not the heart likewiſe deceitful above all things, as 
well as deſperately wicked? How have we once and again 
been ready. to dream that fin was dying or dead? We, 
could anything, we could bear any thing, for God: 
And how has ſpiritual pride infected us and inflated us? 
How big and how fair have we looked in our own eyes. 
and ſaid wè ſhould never be moved; and how has our 
God tried us and proved; us, and ſuffered Satan 10 fift 
us asawheat ;* and how ſoon did the chaff appear, heaps 
upon heaps: which-we never believed had been there, 
till the good grain, the reality of grace, was even co- 


not hid ſrom his, who had ſaid not one little grain ſhall. 
be loft, Amos ix. 9. Lo theſe things worketh God often- 
times with man, thar he may bide pride frem bim, Job. 
xxxiii, 17. Hs bring: down their heart with labour 5 * 
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he boltubithoiv foal | im life-y * dee ee and 
ries thum, as filow is tried; "nobile he: lays een on 
thtir line, Pſt xvii 912. n F324 * „ In, 3d 0 NET 10 3 | 


Indeed, We may fafoly affere; to God's honotir. ahi 
our ame, even concertin bs the moſt” afflicted, and 
deſtitu te, an tormented 0 
AVFEICTIONS ARE NOTHING To THER: $0PPORTS,. 
All poſfible trials are light indeed, when compared A, 
not ſuy with the chriſtianꝰs aa men at ull times, 
but) wick thoſe groymd: of comfort, which are ever the 
ſame; and which nothing but his own criminainatten- 
tion and -unbelief hides! from him. When 59 
unto deep, and all the waves aud billows Se over 
ſoul, everlaſting. arme are beneath. him, 1 
glory is before kim. Did we but fully credit. the word 
of Jehovah, and were our minds ſuitably affected with 
the glorious truths brought to light * the goſpel of 
Jeſus, ſurely we could never Seb. otives to'the moſt ar- 
duous 1 nor by . d ger 3 


him, Eecl. vi. 12. rac wa and fairhfal ro mage hg, 
work together for your good,” Roth. viii. 28. and mn of 
willi find-reafon' to ſay, 7 vil bleſs the Lord ut all times, 
who per formeth the thing that he hath appointed fur ine, 
Pf. xxx1v. 1. Jeb xxiii. 14. Realize, at the ſame time, 
the eternity that is before you, and you will rerton, with 
Paul, hat the ſufferings of the preſent time are not worthy 
to be compared with the ylory that Hall be 2 
Rom. vi. io. Could we bat fully anticipate gur own 
bliſsful ſenſations at the great day, when "he entence 


thall be pronounced in * favour, Gas: 8 Hate 
5 


his ſaints, thar TükIn 5 
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\ any Father, inherit the kingdom; ſurely we ſhould: con- 
clude, the joys of that moment will be enough to te. 
compenſe us for all manner. of tem afflictions: it 
is e no matter what we. ſuffer in the intermediate ſpace, 
= that ſentence would compenſate forall, and annihilate 


. 


l the ſufferings of ten thouſand years,” * 


But, alas for us, with all the glorious advantages 
ariſing from the bleſſed diſcoveries of the goſpel revela- 
tion, the aſſurancezgve have of all the perfections of 
Jehovah engaged for us, our liberty of acceſs to the 
_ throne of grace in the name of Jeſus, the comforts of 
2 covenant with all it's exceeding great 
and precious promiſes, and the proſpects of eternal 
glory, what poor, languid, ignorant, perverſe, fooliſh, 
and diſobedient creatures are we: yet how apt to be 
Conceited of our own wiſdom, ſtrength, and goodneſs-— 
bow much humbling do we take —happy if all our 
trials bring us at length to utter ſelf-loathing, ſelf- 
abhorrence, and ſelf-annihilauon. The nearer we ap- 
proach to the light of glory, the more we ſhall view 
ourſelves here, what we ſhall have a perfect conviction 
of there, as leſs than nothing and vanity. 
But, on the other hand, how will the experimental 
- probation. of the ſaints, in this Rate of trial, tend on 
the review te di/play the riches of divine grace, How 
ſhall we. at laſt admire the wiſdom, the power, the faith- 
fulneſs, and love, which, notwithſtanding all the weak- 
neſs of implanted grace, and all the power of. indwel- 
ling ſin, can carry ſo many millions of ſouls through 
trials from within and without, through - darkneſs and 
dangers, through duties and difficulties, through ſight- 
4 fears, through loſſes, croſſes, and temptations, 
y and triumphantly into the boſom of God. Fear 
„ Prefident Davie Yew- | rm. the 
8 eat — vies, of New. Jerſey College, ferm, 20, on % 
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, thou worm Faceb, God can eauſe thee to rr the 
mountains, ard make the hills as chaff, Iſai. xli. 14, 15. 
Poor, On chriſtian, caſ thy burden. on the Lord, 


and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, Pſ. Iv. 22. Therefore, O be- 
liever, does the Lord try thee, that thou mayſt truſt 
him and try him, and ſee, by actual experiment, what 


it is that a God can do. Is your way:dark and intricate; 


commit thy way to the Lord, let thine eye be fingle to his 
glory, and unte the upright ball light ariſt out of .dark= 
1%. He will make darkneſs light ou thee, crooked 
things flraight, rough places plain : theſe things will he 
do unto thee, and never for ſale thee, Iſai. xlii. 16. Are 
you exerciſed with wants, temporal or ſpiritual ;- be 
diligent in the uſe of means, but be anxioufly careful 


for nothing + your heavenly father knows beſt what you 
really need, and will ſupply all your need out of bis 


riches of glory by Chrift Fe/us, Phif. iv. 6, 19. Amidit 
all ren os and fears, and all 50 e 


with corruption, go to him for daily ſupplies of grace, 


he ſhall frevive and ſanctify you; and, after ye have 
ſuffered awbile, he Hall make you perfet; be Hall 
flablih, fftrengthen, and ſettle you, 1 Pet. v. 10. The 
ſaints, who now ſtand on mount Zion above, were once 
in a militant ſtate below : exerciſed with trials, many 
of them ſharper than yours; they were as weak and as 
goo themſelves. Grace can do all for you it did 


How does it tend, not only to magnify divine grace, 


but to honour God's Blies, that his people ſhould 
thus be tried. Proud angels thought it an hardſhip to 


bow and obey in heaven. Adam thought it an hardſhip 
to be under reſtraint in Paradiſe. - But behold zhe faith - 
_ andthe patience of the ſaints : theſe are they that come 
out of tribulation; they are taught of God to ac- 


count it happineſs to obey amidſt cares, and ſnares, and 


F 2 oppoſition, . 
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oppoſitibn, and trials. God has ſo ordered it, that 


every. grace he gives ſhall be tried—ſaith ſhall be tried. 
and patience tried love to God-——obedience—fpbmife 
ſion, and ſelf-denial -meekneſs and courage ſhall be 


tried love to man and forgiveneſs tried and whatever 


defects in all theſe call for our humiliation, yet the 
exerciſe of them under all manner of difficulues ſhall 


highly demouſtrate the omnipotent efficacy of the Holy 
Spirit, and the trial of faith, and every other grace, 


thall be found 10 glory, and honour, and praiſe, at the 


appearing of Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Pet. i. 7. 


: Thus Mall all che praiſe -appear due to God alone. © 
God ſhall be exalted, and man abaſed. This ſhall be 


the bleſſed end of all the believers trials ; this the happy 
. upſkat of all the preſent myſterious diſpenſations of 45 


vine providence: and when at your journeys end, you 
look bac 2 


back on all the way the Lord your God has led you, 


how will you wonder, love, and adore. Then it {ſhall 


appear, that however tedious, rough, and intricate,. it 
has all been for good; e do you good at tbe latter end. 


To judge of the way, we muſt conſider the end. Was | 
God's. preſent deſign to humour and indulge us, to ler 


us have our own wiſhes and wills, no doubt but his way 


would appear frequently a wrong one; not wiſely cal- 
culated. to conduct to the end. But if bis deſgn is our 


ſpiritual benefit, our humiliation, our ſanctification, to 
bumble us, and prove ys, and to know what is in our 


heart; examine the way by it's tendeney to his end, 
and ſay if it is not a good way. You have been read 
to ſay, perhaps, under your trials, 1 could have 
borne any affliction but this; for that very reaſon, ſuch . 
an affliction was peculiarly ſuitable to make a diſcovery 


of your heart. No affliction ſo likely to draw aut-and 


diſcover corruption: and if, on the other hand, it is 
borne aright, no affliction would ſo * 4 


7 
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ſtrength of grace, or ſbpew the excellence of ehriſtlan. 
faith, patience, ſell-denial, or ſubmiſſion. God never: - 
deſigned the preſent ſtate for a ſtate of enjoyment to his 
people, but tor a Rate of trial. No wander then that: 
things are ſvited to a ſlate of probation.; that God puts: 
men into trying circumſtances: of ſet purpoſe, and, as; 


it were, contrives methods to try; them. It is reaſon - 


<«< able and fit, and a thing becoming and beautiful, 
<« that beings in 2 Rats: of probation ſhould: be tried: 

„% and God looks upon the preſent outward: eaſe and: 
« comfort, even of his own people, as a matter of, no: 
« importance, compared with things ſpiritual and eter-: 
« nal. Eternity, with all it's importance, lies open to: 
« his view; and time appears as a point, and all it's 
*© concerns. as things comparatively of no worth, If 

ce the wicked are in proſperity, and the righteous in © 
« adverſity, or all things come alike to: all, God is well 
«© pleaſed ; becauſe things of time are of ſo little im- 
% portance, and becauſe ſuch an adminiſtration” of 
t things is ſuited to a ſtate of trial. There will de 
« time enough hereafter for the righteous to be re- 
« warded, and the wicked puniſhed, In this view of 
<« things, we may in a meaſure underſtand: the Yarkeſt,: 

ie and account for the moſt myſterious diſpenſations'of 
« divine providence, and diſcern the wiſdom of the 
« divine government.“ i SPLINE 


O what a ſcene will apen at lat! when all the grand 
plan of the eternal God concerning the affairs of time 
thall be at an end, and be exhibited complete before the. 
raviſhed eyes of happy millions of angels and men. 
Holy ſpirits never connected with matter and never de- 
fled with ſin, and human fpirits once fallen but re- 
covered and made perfect, encompaſſing the throne' of 
2 n 69 3h . Ir N vs tas | N b TE an 
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P. 31, I. 6, read leave you; 1. 18, read attending. 
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an incarnate God in their new-raiſed bodies, ſhall uni 


with joy ineffable to wonder and adore the infinite per 


fections of Jehovah, diſplayed in his multiform proba- 
tion of the ſeveral claſſes of intelligent agents. God 
ſhalt appear All in All, while all created intelligence; 
power, and virtue, appear leſs than nothing before him. 
Angels, - conſcious of the ſhallowneſs of all creature 


capacities, will think themſelves fools (Job iv. 18.) in' 


compariſon of him who brought forth order out of con- 
fuſion, perfected ſtrength in weakneſs, and over-ruled 


the entrance of evil, to demonſtrate the infinite beauty 


and excellence of good, and to exhibit all his wonder-' 
ful perfections to the life, and to act out his whole ſelf, 


to the eternal amazement and delight of happy worlds. 


From the whole we learn, 


| God's perſect juſtice in condemning ſinners - the 
abundant evidence of man's total depravity—how: 
groundleſs is man's proud ſelf-conceit—that, ſalvation: 
mult be wholly and ſolely of mere grace—what reaſon» 


have we to adore God's ſovereign goodneſs, which con- 


ſtituted Chriſt the ſecond Adam, the head and repre- 
ſentative of his elect—how bappy a thing it is to feel 
our dependance and ſubjection how ſhould we patiently 
continue in well-doing, looking for glory and IM MOR- 
TALITT. N * „ 
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ERRAT A.——Page 28, line 13, for. wandered, 
read wondered. P. 29, 1. 23, read experiments. 
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